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In Koinē Greek, there were twenty-four letters in the alphabet (a’lfa-bhta). 

 
 Form   Name  Transliteration Sound  Greek  
Capital  Small    Greek       English    English  Examples 
                Approximations 
 
   A  a a[lfa  alpha  a  abyss  a[-bus-soV 
   B  b bh:ta  bēta  b  bible  bi-bliv-on 
   G  g gavmma  gamma g  graph  gra-fhv 
   D  d devlta  delta  d  demon  daiv-mwn 
   E  e e] yilovn epsilon e  despot  des-pov-thV 
   Z  z zh:ta  zēta  z  zeal  zh:-loV 
   H  h h\ta  ēta  ē  alleluia ajl-lh-lou-iva 
   Q  q qh:ta  thēta  th  theology qe-ovV 
   I  i ijwvta  iōta  i  idiot  i[-di-oV 
   K  k kavppa  kappa  k  camel  kav-mh-loV 
   L  l lavmbda lambda l  logical  lo-gi-kvoV 
   M  m mu:  mu  m  mother mhv-thr 
   N  n nu:  nu  n  anti  ajn-tiv 
   X  x xi:  xi or ksi ks  axiom  aj-xiv-w-ma 
   O  o o[ mikrovn omicron o  apology aj-po-lo-giv-a 
   P  p pi:  pi  p  poet  poi-h-thvV 
   R  r rJw:  rhō  r  rhetoric rJh-twr 
   S  s (V) sivgma  sigma  s  skiff  skav-fh 
   T  t tau:  tau  t  topography tov-poV 
   U  u u\ yilovn upsilon u  German: ü tuv-poV 
   F  f fi:  phi  ph  phone  fw-nhv 
   C  c ci:  chi  ch  chasm  cavs-ma 
   Y  y yi:  psi  ps  apse  aj-yivV 
   W  w w: mevga ōmega  ō  ode  w:-dhv 
 
 When g is followed by g, k, x, or c, it sounds like, and is transliterated as an “n”,  
e.g., gg = ng; gk = nk; gx = nks; and, gc = nch. 
 
 Greek does not have an “h”, but it does have a way to represent the sound.  Instead of a 
separate letter, Greek employs breathing marks over all words beginning with a vowel, and words 
which begin with the letter rhō (r).  The rough breathing mark + represents the “h” sound.  When a 
vowel (or the letter rhō [r]) has this mark over it, start the sound with an “h” sound.  Also be sure to 
represent the sound with an “h” in your transliteration.  If a vowel has a smooth breathing mark = 
over it, say the vowel without an “h” sound.  There will be no “h” represented in the transliteration.  
There are also three accent marks, acute (  ,), grave (  .), and circumflex (  /).  These represent no 
sound, other than emphasis.  At the beginning of words, breathing marks will sometimes be 
combined with accent marks, e.g.,   [,  ;,  ],  ', _, or +. 
 
 Greek also has diphthongs.  These are vowels that combine together to form one sound.   
 
ai = ai as in aisle  au = au as in sauerkraut 
ei  = ei as in eight  eu = eu as in feud 
oi  = oi as in oil  hu = eu as in eulogy   
ui = ui as in suite  ou = ou as in group 
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